Introduction
Bangladesh is a small country of only 147,570 sq km in the eastern part of the Indian subcontinent ( Figure 1 ). It lies between India and Myanmar and geographically it is mainly a flat alluvial plain in the gangetic delta. Traditionally it is based on agricultural economy. It has the highest population density in the world (160 million, 1084/km2) with its expected challenges. Moreover the country is prone to natural calamities, like, flood, cyclones, tidal bore and droughts. Nevertheless the country is progressing fast with annual GDP growth of 6-7% for the last few years suggesting determination of the people. Similarly nuclear medicine has also been growing for the last decades and we will go back the timeline of the development and progress of Nuclear Medicine (NM) in this article.
History
The history of NM in Bangladesh is quite old. More than 50 years have passed since the first NM centre started its journey (1) . Plans were made in late 1950s under the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) for establishment of the first NM department in the Dhaka Medical College, the only medical college in the then East Pakistan. The construction started in 1958 in a tin-shed known as 'Radioisotope Centre' and Dr. Mazharul Islam joined there as a medical officer (Figure 2 ). It was officially inaugurated in 1962 by Gen. Barki, the then Health Minister of Pakistan. But the department lacked regular supply of isotopes and had a rectilinear scan, two probe renograms and a radioactive iodine uptake system. It faced some administrative problems due to dual administration (both by Ministry of Health as well PAEC In 1971 war of independence took place. In a war ravaged country NM suffered difficulties as in any other sectors. After the independence Bangladesh Atomic Energy Commission (BAEC) was founded in February 1973 and steps were taken for promotion of NM (2) . Two new centres, one in the north-west in Dinajpur and another in the north-east in Sylhet were established in 1980. It may be mentioned that the northern part of the country was known for endemic iodine deficiency zone. By creating these centres awareness about NM among the medical community started to grow. For the general public, these centres proved to be essential as these catered for thyroid diseases. In 1980 the Radioisotope Centre in Dhaka was handed over to BAEC by the ministry of health for better management. By 1983, another four centres in Mymensingh, Rangpur, Barisal and Khulna were constructed. In 1997, 4 new centres were constructed at Faridpur, Comilla, Bogra and Mitford Hospital, Dhaka under BAEC ( Figure  3 ). In the recent years private sectors joined in expansion of Nuclear Medicine and 5 centres were setup. BAEC has very recently established another centre at Cox' Bazar. Apart from BAEC, different governmental bodies have also established 3 more centres. The then INM became an affiliated institute of Dhaka University and course curriculum for one year diploma course was approved in 1987. In 1988 the first batch of Diploma in Nuclear Medicine (DNM) were enrolled in Dhaka University. This was another great leap forward. This created an opportunity for the local young professionals for higher education. Gradually candidates from regional countries like Nepal also got enrolled and completed the course. Eventually after ten years, the one year course was extended to two years masters program (Master of Philosophy) which is still continuing. Now the course is being planned and to be extended for four years (Residency program).
Current situation
Steps are taken to establish more centres in near future (4 under BAEC, 2 under ministry of health, 4 under private sectors). So it can be easily understood that NM is an expanding arena in the country. Regarding the equipment, the first single headed SPECT 
Society of Nuclear Medicine, Bangladesh (SNMB)
The Society of Nuclear Medicine, Bangladesh (SNMB) was formed in 1993 with Dr. Kamaluddin Ahmed as the founder president and Dr. M A Karim as the founder general secretary. The first national conference was held in 1994 at the Atomic Energy Centre (AEC) Auditorium in Dhaka. SNMB was established for promotion and development of activities of Nuclear Medicine and allied sciences 
Conclusion
NM in Bangladesh has significantly progressed through the years in its course of development by the government initiatives as well as cooperation from IAEA and above all by the dedication and efforts of the NM personals. The country has also maintained international relationship with ARCCNM, AOFNMB, ASNM, WFNMB and WARMTH for coordinated approach of development. The facilities are still inadequate as being a developing country and a long way to go especially in a land of 160 million people.
